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STATEMENT OF BIG DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ON
MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE BILL NO. 1347/SENATE BILL NO. 821

Boston, MA — Today, Boston Intercollegiate Government (BIG) Director of Governmental A�airs
Mallika Pajjuri (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) released the following statement on the
Massachusetts Legislature’s consideration of H.1347/S.821:

Today, the Boston Intercollegiate Government provided testimony to the Legislature’s
Joint Committee on Higher Education concerning H.1347/S.821. Sponsored by Rep.
David LeBoeuf and Sen. Hariette Chandler, this legislation would prohibit colleges
and universities in the Commonwealth from withholding students’ transcripts when
seeking to recoup unpaid debts. The legislation would not impact colleges or
universities’ abilities to withhold degrees, however.

After the BIG General Assembly formally endorsed this legislation at the General
Assembly’s July 10 meeting (cf. Assembly Bill No. 2021.09), I—in consultation with
BIG Chairman Dennis J. Wieboldt III and Vice Chair Katherine Sabido—
determined that providing testimony in support of H.1347/S.821 was the most
appropriate next step to support the interests of college-aged students in the Greater
Boston Area, not least because it ensured that members of the Joint Committee heard
directly from the very students that this bill seeks to support.

While a recording of the testimony can be found online, my full remarks to the Joint
Committee on BIG’s behalf can be found here:

Good morning. Thank you to the Joint Committee, Senate Chair Gobi, and
House Chair Rogers for the opportunity to testify today.

My name is Mallika Pajjuri and I am a rising junior at MIT. I also serve as the
Director of Governmental A�airs for the Boston Intercollegiate Government.

First founded nearly two decades ago and recognized in 2003 by the City of
Boston as an e�ective means of advocacy for Greater Boston Area students,
the Boston Intercollegiate Government—or BIG—proudly represents over
60,000 undergraduates from twelve leading colleges and universities in the
Greater Boston Area. As a coalition of undergraduate student governments,
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we sponsor student-centered civic engagement events and advocate for
student interests on local, state, and federal levels.

Since formally reorganizing last spring, BIG has launched numerous
initiatives around civic engagement, mental health, educational equity, and
sustainability—just to name a few. We have also had the privilege of hosting
virtual conversations with leaders from across the Commonwealth and
nation, providing college-aged students in the Greater Boston Area with a
unique opportunity to engage directly with policy makers.

I am before you today on behalf of the Boston Intercollegiate Government to
testify in support of H.1347/S.821, “An Act Ensuring Students' Access to
Academic Transcripts.” This past Saturday, our General Assembly passed a
resolution in support of this legislation, and I am excited to share more about
our endorsement decision.

The withholding of students’ transcripts makes academic and career
advancement extremely di�cult, especially during times of �nancial hardship.
Because students without access to their transcripts have greater di�culty
obtaining jobs and other post-graduation opportunities, they often have a
more di�cult time making payments on outstanding debts. As such, the
withholding of students’ transcripts only makes it less likely that students will
have the opportunities necessary to repay outstanding debts.

As Generation Z continues to drown further and further in student debt, it is
more than appropriate for the Legislature to consider statutory means to
improve post-graduation results. Not only would the passage of this
legislation put Massachusetts on par with California, Maryland, Washington,
and other states, but it would also ensure that the Commonwealth remains a
leader in higher education policy, a position commensurate with the great
wealth of human capital that is brought to the Commonwealth by virtue of
its many leading institutions of higher education.

The passage of this legislation would not prevent colleges and universities in
the Commonwealth from collecting debts they are legally owed. It would,
however, ensure that students seeking post-graduation opportunities are not
stymied in their searches by the arbitrary withholding of transcripts.

On behalf of the Boston Intercollegiate Government and the 60,000+
students that BIG represents, I urge the Committee to support
H.1347/S.821 and see to its timely passage by the Legislature. Please take
advantage of this opportunity to remove one more barrier to student success.

Thank you to Representative LeBoeuf and Senator Chandler for your
leadership on this issue, and thank you as well to BIG Policy Analysts Natalie
Asitimbay of Boston University, Christine Zhang of Boston College, and
Angelina Snegach of Northeastern University for their research support.
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###

About the Boston Intercollegiate Government: Founded nearly two decades ago and recognized in
2003 by the City of Boston as an e�ective means of advocacy for college-aged students in the Greater
Boston Area (GBA), the Boston Intercollegiate Government is a non-partisan, student-led governance
organization that represents over 60,000 undergraduates in the GBA. Through intercollegiate
collaboration, BIG hosts student-centered civic engagement events and leads advocacy initiatives on
local, state, and federal levels. More information can be found on our website: www.bigstugovt.com.
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