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 BIG CHAIRMAN, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS ECHO BAKER-POLITO 
 ADMINISTRATION’S CALL FOR ATTENTION TO STUDENT 

 MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS 

 Boston,  MA  —  Today,  Boston  Intercollegiate  Government  (BIG)  Chairman  Dennis  J.  Wieboldt  III 
 (Boston  College)  and  Director  of  Governmental  A�airs  Caroline  E.  Brewster  (Boston  College) 
 released  the  following  statement  on  college-aged  students’  mental  healthcare  needs  in  light  of  reporting 
 on  the  Baker-Polito  Administration’s  January  28  letter  to  public  and  private  higher  education 
 presidents in Massachusetts: 

 On  behalf  of  the  entire  BIG  coalition,  we  express  our  full  support  of  the  Baker-Polito 
 Administration’s  urging  for  institutions  of  higher  education  to  attend  to  the  mental 
 health  needs  of  college-aged  students  by  increasing  investments  in  mental  health 
 resources and accelerating the transition back to ‘near normal.’ 

 As  demonstrated  in  countless  personal  anecdotes  and  the  sharp  increase  in  students 
 seeking  mental  health  services  at  colleges  and  universities  across  the  nation,  there  is 
 abundant  evidence  that  college-aged  students  are  experiencing  the  dual  pandemics  of 
 COVID-19 and mental health challenges. 

 From  BIG’s  continued  advocacy  for  the  passage  of  House  Bill  No.  2120  to  the  BIG 
 Intercollegiate  A�airs  Committee’s  ongoing  e�orts  to  support  individual  student 
 government  leaders  in  their  advocacy  for  the  allocation  of  greater  mental  health 
 resources,  mental  healthcare  access  for  college-aged  students  in  the  GBA  has  been  a  top 
 priority for the BIG coalition, and will continue to be. 

 Just  as  we  communicated  to  the  House  Speaker  and  Senate  President  in  our  October 
 letter  ,  we  o�er  our  assistance  to  the  Baker-Polito  Administration  as  policy-makers 
 consider  how  best  to  support  the  mental  healthcare  needs  of  college-aged  students  in 
 the  Commonwealth.  It  is  vital  that  college  and  university  leaders,  and  leaders  on 
 Beacon  Hill,  meaningfully  engage  with  college-aged  students  in  crafting  relevant 
 healthcare  policies  to  understand  how  best  to  re�ne  and  expand  mental  healthcare 
 resources,  as  well  as  how  to  best  communicate  the  availability  of  these  resources  to 
 college-aged  students.  If  BIG  can  be  helpful  in  facilitating  this  engagement,  we,  again, 
 o�er any and all resources that we can. 
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https://twitter.com/lisakashinsky/status/1488193365866909696?s=20&t=-BxorE9mKJjuIFpDg35kmg
https://66f8f7b1-5fa9-41c2-b56a-0e7513aadc78.filesusr.com/ugd/ae7371_b0e501005b914ee188ed1ac19a4de019.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H2120
https://www.wwlp.com/news/state-politics/college-students-remind-of-need-for-mental-health-commission/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/state-politics/college-students-remind-of-need-for-mental-health-commission/


 There  has  never  been  a  more  important  time  to  listen  to  college-aged  students  and 
 learn from their experiences. 

 We  echo  the  Baker-Polito  Administration’s  urging  for  colleges  and  universities  to  o�er 
 greater  support  to  college-aged  students,  but  again  reiterate  our  call  for  policy-makers 
 to  engage  directly  with  the  college-aged  student  community  struggling  with  the  dual 
 pandemics  of  COVID-19  and  mental  health  challenges.  As  we  move  forward  into  the 
 new  year,  it  is  our  hope  that  leaders  on  and  o�  Beacon  Hill  will  take  advantage  of  the 
 insights  that  students  can  provide  to  craft  a  robust  response  to  the  challenges  facing 
 college-aged students. 

 ### 

 About  the  Boston  Intercollegiate  Government  :  Founded  nearly  two  decades  ago  and  recognized  in 
 2003  by  the  City  of  Boston  as  an  e�ective  means  of  advocacy  for  college-aged  students  in  the  Greater 
 Boston  Area  (GBA),  the  Boston  Intercollegiate  Government  is  a  non-partisan,  student-led  governance 
 organization  that  represents  over  130,000  undergraduates  in  the  GBA.  Through  intercollegiate 
 collaboration,  BIG  hosts  student-centered  civic  engagement  events  and  leads  advocacy  initiatives  on 
 local, state, and federal levels. More information can be found on our website: www.bigstugovt.com. 
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